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In March 2006 the United Nations Committee for Develop—
ment Policy called for Papua New Guinea's designation of de—
veloping country to be downgraded to least—developed
country because of protracted economic and social stagnation.
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ffﬂf(ﬁ’{l Hﬁiﬁﬁiﬁﬁfﬁ: . China considers Taiwan a rene—
gade province, and both Taiwan and China have long engaged
in so—called checkbook diplomacy to lure diplomatic allies to
their sides. Taiwan and China refuse to establish official ties
with countries that maintain ties with the other. All the major
powers recognize Beijing, but the two sides have long com—
peted for the allegiances of smaller countries, using promises of
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