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Hello, friends. We welcome you to this
second in the series of messages entitled,
"Know Your Bible;" and, today, | want to
begin by telling you that, while education
has accelerated in the past hundred years,
knowledge of the Word of God has
dwindled down. Our Bible knowledge,
today, is far less than our parents' and
grandparents' generation. There is one
reason for this. Historians tell us that we
live in what they call "post-modern culture.
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Have you heard the term, "post-modern
culture?” Many of you probably are
studying it in history. Let me explain to you
why it has served to isolate us from the
Word of God. The Bible said, in 1
Chronicles, Chapter 12, verse 32, that the
men of Issachar were men of wisdom,
and, the reason they were men of wisdom
is because they understood the times. The
problem with many of us is that we do not
try to understand the times. Whether you
are 19 years old or 90 years old, you need
to understand the times in which we live,
because understanding the times will help
us understand what s going on around us.
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Historians have divided the history of
Christendom into three periods-- what they
call the "pre-modern," the "modern," and
the "post-modern." The "pre-modern"
times began with the collapse of the
Roman Empire in the beginning of the 4th
century. In the beginning of the 4th
century, people interpreted reality in terms
of their knowledge of the Word of God.
Their worldview was dominated by the
knowledge of the Word of God; but,
gradually, people got away from the Word
of God.
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After that came the "modern" period in the
beginning of the 14th century. During the

"modern" period, there were two
competing ideas. There was the
Reformation, and, there was the

Renaissance. The Reformation placed
God supreme, and, therefore, man had
the power to glorify God in every human
endeavor. The Renaissance, on the other
hand, gradually placed man at the center
of the stage. The cry of the time was, "I
think, therefore | am." One historian put it
right when he said the following: "That was
the beginning of when God was dethroned
and man was enthroned."
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The "modern" era is when humanism and
the physical and the natural world grew
larger in society, while God and the
supernatural were marginalized; but, by
the end of the 19th century and the
beginning of the 20th century, came the
third period in modern history. This is the
time we call, "post-modern." The
"post-modern" period ushered in the
attitude that man can do anything, if he
puts his mind to it. Here's what | really
want to tell you. The "post-modern"
thinking has now filled the atmosphere. It's
all over the world, not just in the West.
What is this "post-modern” thinking? Here
it is: they say that the pursuit of truth is
meaningless. The idea of morality? It is
an obsolete. The concept of authority is
outmoded. Truth is relative.

Everywhere you go, "post-modern"
thinking is permeating the world. We are

exposed to "post-modern" thinking 16
hours a day.
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How can you recognize this false way of
thinking? Let me give you some practical
ways to recognize this in your life. The first
symptom of post-modern thinking is that
every opinion is equally right. Another
symptom is that those who assume
authority have no right to do so. The

absolutes of God are open to
interpretation. They say the Bible is an
archaic  book. The second way

"post-modern" thinking has invaded our
minds is this: outward appearance is far
more important than inward commitment.
"Post-modern" thinking says that you
create the impression that you want to
create, and, the
third symptom

is this: in the "post-modern" world, words
have no inherent meaning. A word can
mean one thing to me and mean
something else totally different to
someone else. Everyone wants to interpret
life in their own way. The fourth symptom
is the contrast between the intellect and
feeling. In modernism-500 to 1500s-logic,
reason, intellect, were valued; so,
Christians were able to appeal to the mind,
to the logic, and to the reason of the
supernatural; but, now, in "post-modern”
culture, feelings, emotions, individual
values dominate our environment.
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In "modernism," which is 500 to 1500,
when people disagreed, they considered
the other person's view to be in error. In
"post-modern" culture, when people
disagree, they assume that all views are
correct. In "modernism," knowledge was
vitally important. In "post-modernism,"
one's opinion is of uttermost importance.
All of this thinking has kept people from
believing and obeying the Word of God.
They have given up understanding the
power that is in the Word of God. They
have given up the treasure of the Word of
God.
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